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MIGRATION, DIASPORA AND ICs

Chair, Lausanne Diaspora

INTRODUCTION
It seems that the whole world’s

Dr. TV. Thomas

population is on the move! Since
the dawn of the 21st Century we
have witnessed an unprecedented
surge in migration worldwide.

We have witnessed worldwide
population shifts on a mega scale.
People are crossing national bor-
ders for many reasons i.e. transna-
tional migration is now a reality. |
am going to share with you three
important dimensions about trans-
national migration.

1. Transnational migration is truly
a global phenomenon. No one can
deny the reality nor can everyone
escape the reality that transna-
tional migration is occurring at an
accelerated pace. And it is occur-
ring on an unprecedented scale.
Therefore, transnational migration
is a demographic reality that no
one can ignore, because it is now
a global reality. The truth is that
no community can avoid and no
country can be immune to it.

2. Transnational migration is
multidirectional

*=U F0H 01F L SAE

For a long time, the migration
of people was from people from
the South and East moving to the
North and West. But in the last 30
years transnational migration is oc-
curring at unpredictable speed and
in all directions. We are witnessing
massive polycentric migration. Now
people are moving from every-
where to everywhere. And people
are moving in all directions. You
have seen it yourself. Almost every
single day, international airports
are showcases of transnational mi-
gration.

3. Transnational migration is
transformational

This great flow of people around
the world is drastically changing
many important aspects of so-
cieties. Transnational migration
has never been as pervasive as it
is now. It is seen as an uncontrol-
lable change agent of society. It is
changing the social, cultural, reli-
gious and even political landscapes
of cities, communities, countries
and continents. Transnational mi-
gration helps in releasing creative
energies and adaptions, creating
new realities and it causes people
to intermingle with other people.
Transnational migration is caus-
ing the development of a diasporic
consciousness which produces
confusion, pain, conflicts and even
serial migration.

ol F=27IAE AL,

FOUR OBSERVATIONS OF DIA-
SPORA PEOPLES

1. Diaspora peoples exhibit a
heightened religious consciousness
during their migration and in their
new diasporic settings. Sufficient
research is available to show that
migrants cherish their religious
connections and experiences in
times of transition. Religion forms
a powerful anchor for them in the
midst of massive changes of their
new environment — weather, cul-
ture, isolation from family, etc.

2. Diaspora people are more re-
ceptive to Christianity in their host
countries. Why does this happen?
New environments make people
curious. Opens their minds, makes
them question their assumptions,
they begin to compare their val-
ues with the values of others. New
environments give a new freedom.
Freedom from family structures,
from community, from traditions
and rituals. New environments
make them open to new ideas. Eg.
Book of ACTS — Most who came to
Christ lived far away from home.

3. A large percentage of the glob-
al migrant populations are Chris-
tian in their background. Nearly 50
percent have a Christian heritage.
Some of the migrants are nominal
Christians and they need to receive
JESUS as Lord and Savior. Some are

Roman Catholic or Orthodox and
they need to be presented with the
adventure of being a true disci-
ple of Jesus. Many are believers in
Christ and we need to receive them
as fellow members of the family of
God and help them walk their jour-
ney of faith as fellow disciples of
Jesus in the host nations.

4. Diaspora Churches (Immi-
grant/Migrant) are being planted
in diasporic settings. By Diaspora
Churches/Immigrant churches/
Migrant churches, I mean they are
ethnic specific, language specific:-
or culture specific'** or a combina-
tion of them in the congregation.
The First Generation needs Diaspo-
ra churches for socialization, enjoy
speaking their language freely, en-
joy their jokes or exchange political
news from back home. Diaspora
churches also allow the migrants
to worship God in their own heart
languages. I am sure you would
agree that it is more meaningful
for any one of us to worship in our
own heart language.

HOW CAN ICs RELATE MISSIO-
NALLY TO MIGRATION AND DI-
ASPORA PEOPLES

My research shows that most of
the Diaspora Churches are from
the Majority World. Most Diaspora
Churches are vernacular language
specific or ethnic specific con-
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gregations, and they may not be
fluent in English. And most of the
pastors are lay pastors and they
are bivocational. You will also find
that most of the pastors have had
no formal pastoral training. Most
of the Diaspora churches are in-
dependent with little affiliation to
other churches or fellowships. In-
ternational Churches are pregnant
with expertise and experience in
their respective congregations.

Here are some topics you can of-
fer:

* Communicate to the Diaspora
leaders that you are willing to equip
them and also learn from them

* Communicate to the leaders
— that you want them to develop
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to be effective leaders of healthy
churches

* Share with them that you are
willing to help them

* How to prepare Bible-based
sermons

* Share your library with them

* Share ways to disciple others,
how to lead a team and not be a
lone ranger, how to develop an ef-
fective Boar, and many other topics
Fourth Way — Be missional to the
Diaspora peoples within the city
and country In Diaspora Missiology
we focus on four primary dimen-
sions:

1. To the Diaspora — Evangelism
and discipleship of Diaspora peo-
ples in your current Jerusalem.
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gloj4a|

2. Through the Diaspora — Mo-
bilization to reach their kinsmen
locally and globally.

3. Beyond the Diaspora — Mobi-
lization to reach cross-culturally
beyond their Diaspora people.

4. With the Diaspora — Part-
nership in mission globally. To
Through - Beyond'-- With. I am
convinced that every International
Church could at least focus on the
first two dimensions — To the Di-
aspora and Through the Diaspora.
In my research I have discovered
that most Diaspora Churches are
fellowship rich and missionally
poor. Sad to say that this is a global
phenomenon. There may be indi-
viduals in your congregations who
could be tapped to focus in reach-
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ing one or two Diaspora people
groups.

Here are some things you can
easily do:

* Start a Diaspora focused prayer
group.

* Find language specific Bibles,
literature, videos, etc., that can be
distributed.

* Offer English as Second lan-
guage classes to Diaspora Church-
es.

* Mentor a Diaspora leader.

* Many more things could be
attempted In your desire to reach
the Diaspora peoples you likely can
be catalytic and stir the Diaspora
Christians and churches to reach
their own —locally and globally.
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