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Millions of people around the

Dr. Tereso Casifo

world celebrate Christmas away
from their loved ones and home-
lands. The thought of being away
and the feeling of being isolated
can be frightening because for
Christians, Christmas is a mean-
ingful time of reunion among rel-
atives and friends. How then can
God’s self-definition of love impact
people on the move? Those living
in diaspora contexts may wonder
if God’s love reaches out to them,
too. I John 4:7-21 speaks to this
concern, declaring the essence of
Christmas as divine love. Precisely
stated, Christmas speaks of God’s
love that is intrinsically inclusive,
transformative, and extensive.

First, Christmas unpacks God’s
inclusive love(Vv. 9-14). If someone
says, ‘No one loves me,” the person
may not have heard of God’s love
that reaches out to all people. Di-
vine love includes everyone--father,
mother, brother, sister, children,
relatives, friends, colleagues, or
neighbors, to mention a few. God’s
inclusive love rules out any favorit-
ism(Vv. 9-10). The phrase, “among
us, speaks of all people—leaving

[SEHEE] =W 0172 SAHE 2o S=27115 AMEiLIC,

God's Love for People on the Move

out no one. God’s love includes
everyone as expressed in verse 9
through the phrase “the world.”
Jesus as Immanuel(God with us)
did not come only for a particular
people group but for all who need
eternal life.

God’s love being inclusive rules
out discrimination(Vv. 9-16). Some
people prefer to keep love to them-
selves. They fear about friends or
others betraying them, so they
stop loving people. Others become
selective in dispensing love. They
choose to love only those who
can help them in business or help
them get good positions in schools
or companies. In contrast, God’s
love is never selective and does not
discriminate people. God loves us
because of our need to live in and
through Christ(v. 9¢). Our need for
eternal life puts us all on the same
level regardless of our family back-
ground, educational attainment,
employment, color of skin, eco-
nomic status, or standing in society.
God loves us even with our spiritual
bankruptcy. God loves us as we
are—sinners in need of forgiveness.
As I once wrote in a poem, ‘God’s
love extends far and wide; To those
swept by evil’s tide; On Calvary's
tree the Father showed; His love in-

”

cludes all sinners in the world

Second, Christmas unfolds God’s
transformative love(Vv. 9-10).

Christmas Reflections from I John 4:7-21

Change happens when a person
experiences God’s love. Divine love
transforms lives. God’s love super-
sedes all forms of love known to
humanity. This is because God’s
transforming love requires self-giv-
ing(I John 3:16). Jesus Christ showed
what love is by giving his own life
for us—first as a baby in a manger,
secondly, as the Savior of the world.
God’s love is best understood in
terms of self-giving. Some people
misunderstand the death of Christ
as an ugly display of God’s love,
while others view it as a presenta-
tion of Jesus' failure in his mission.
However, the cross is the most
beautiful display of God’s self-giv-
ing. Because of our sins, Christ gave
his life for us: “This is love: not that
we loved God, but that he loved us
and sent His Son as an atoning sac-
rifice for us'.10, NIV). We are now
able to love God because God loved
us first by sending his own Son to
us.

God’s transforming love also
results in sin-taking(Vv.10, 17-18).
Forgiveness in the act of sin-taking
is a precious gift through God’s
transforming love. Jesus became an
“atoning sacrifice for our sins'®. 10).
John the baptizer introduced Jesus
to the public by proclaiming, “Be-
hold, the Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the world"(John 1:29,
NIV). Evidently, Christmas is not
just about receiving but also taking.

[p]FN=1clelzyAnewspaper

At Jesus' birth, God acts to take
away our sins. Forgiveness through
God’s love instil a strong sense of
confidence in our hearts because
“There is no fear in love. But per-
fect love drives out fear, because
fear has to do with punishment”(Vv.
17-18, NIV). Anyone who fears to
die and face judgment needs God’s
transforming love. In his song, “He
Died for Us,” Jimmy Owens writes,
“There once stood a wall; Deep and
wide strong and tall. There it stood
built of all our unholiness. But this
Man [Jesus Christ] by his Blood,
broke the wall, loosed the flood, of

the mercies of God, to mankind.”

Third, Christmas shows God’s
extensive love(Vv. 9,14). Although
God’s inclusive love rules out fa-
voritism and discrimination, and
God’s transforming love features
both giving and taking, God’s ex-
tensive love transcends all kinds
of boundaries and territories. God
sent his Son to the whole world, not
just a part of it(Vv. 9,14). God’s love
is universal in scope, and there is
no geographic or ethnic limit to
it(Vv. 9,14). The universal spread
of sin requires a universal solution
that is God’s extensive love. People
anywhere can avail of God’s love.
Christmas guarantees that no one
in this world will be left out from
divine love. Jesus took the human
form, died at Calvary, and rose
from the dead on the third day to
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make it possible for people every-
where to have access to divine love.
Any idea of God’s love monopolized
by one particular ethnicity or peo-
ple group is not biblical.

Evidently, God’s love also has a
cosmic effect(Vv. 15-16, 19-21). The
reach of divine love transcends
space and geography, as it pene-
trates every heart, every soul, any-
where on earth. John declares, “If
anyone acknowledges that
Jesus is the Son of God,

God lives in him and he
in God"&. 15). The identity
of “anyone” here is open
across the globe. People
can experience divine
love anywhere, any time,
and any place(v. 16). The
cultural face of “whoever’
here translates to you and
me, parents, officemates,
friends, children, relatives,
or any individual. God’s
extensive love transcends
all types of boundaries.
Any person in diaspora or
an individual living in one’s
homeland can identify with
the face of “whoever.” The
essence and scope of God’s
love is beautifully illus-
trated by the story I read in a Bible
Commentary many years ago.

During World War II, a group of
American soldiers was assigned
in Germany. In one battle zone,
the German army showed strong
resistance. An American soldier
was hit in the head and died on
the spot. Two of his buddies were

tasked by the platoon leader to look
for a cemetery where the fallen
soldier’s body could be buried, with
the hope of retrieving the remains
after the war. With the dead on
their shoulders, the two soldiers
walked for miles under heavy rain
until reaching a cemetery owned
by a Catholic church. Knowing that
their fallen soldier was a Protestant,

they found themselves pleading
with the Catholic priest on behalf of

erry C bristmas!

the dead, but to no avail. The priest
simply said with an emotional tone,
“I'm sorry, soldiers. The cemetery
is strictly for Catholics only. No
place for Protestants here.” Failing
to persuade the priest, the two sol-
diers took the fallen soldier’s body
outside the cemetery but only a few
inches away from the fence. The
soil was soaked and sticky, but they

started digging. Rain was pouring
hard and the night was getting late;
however, the two soldiers managed
to dig a shallow grave, said simple
prayers, then buried their fallen
buddy. Before leaving, they put a
wooden cross on top of the grave
as a marker.

After the war, the parents of the
fallen soldier decided to bring home
the remains of their son from Ger-

many. They asked assistance from
the two soldiers who took care of
the body. Not much change took
place in the town where the soldiers
remembered burying their mate.
When they arrived at the Catholic
cemetery, the two friends struggled
to look for the grave where their
buddy was buried. They could not
find the tomb. They decided to

check with the parish priest. “Do
you remember the night when two
American soldiers came to bury our
fallen friend?” The veterans asked
the priest. “You refused to bury him
inside the cemetery, so we laid the
corpse just outside the fence and
put a wooden cross as a marker.
Do you know what happened to
the grave?” The friends anxiously
asked. The old priest took a long
pause, his eyes staring at the woods
that covered the cemetery.
“You'll not find the grave
there,” his voice cracking.
“Pardon?” the parents re-
torted in disbelief. “What
happened to our son’s
tomb? they pressed on.
Teary-eyed, the priest con-
fessed, “When the soldiers
left that night, I went to the
cemetery and discovered
the grave was positioned
outside the fence. I was
touched by what I saw, so
I moved the fence and ex-
tended it to the graveyard
of the fallen soldier.”

When Christ came, God
moved the fence of his
love to include every single
person in the world who
needs divine forgiveness regardless
of one’s circumstance or residence.
I cannot fully measure the depth
of God’s inclusive love. You may
not fully comprehend the power of
God’s transformative love. We may
not fully understand the essence of
God'’s extensive love. But, at Christ-
mas, everyone can experience the
wonders and power of God’s love.
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Xudoning muhoijirarga bo'lgan sevgisi

Dunyo bo'ylab millionlab
Mavlud
bayrami(Rojdestvo)ni o'z yaqinlari

odamlar

va ona shaharlaridan uzoqgda
nishonlashadi. Masihiylar uchun
Mavlud bayrami (Rojdestvo)
qarindoshlari va do'stlari bilan
mazmunli uchrashuv vagqtidir,
shuning uchun uzoqda bo'lish
va o'zini yolg'iz his qilish fikri
qorqinchli bo'lishi mumkin. Xo'sh,
Xudoning sevgisi ko'chmanchi
odamlarga ta'sir gilishi mumkinmi?
O'zga yurtda yashayotgan
mubhojirlarda Xudoning sevgisi
bizga ham tegishlimi, degan
savol tug'ilishi mumkin. Ushbu
xavotirlarga javoban, 1 Yuhanno
4:7-21-oyatlarda Mavludning
mohiyati ilohiy sevgi ekanligi
aytiladi. Aniqroq qilib aytadigan
bo'lsak, Mavlud mohiyatan
Xudoning gqamrab oluvchi,
o'zgartiruvchi va cheksiz
sevgisidir.

Birinchidan, Mavlud bayrami
Xudoning hamma narsani
gamrab oluvchi sevgisini
ifodalaydi. Agar kimdir "Meni
hech kim sevmaydi" desa, u kishi
hech gqachon Xudoning sevgisi
hammaga taalluqli ekanini
eshitmagan bo'lishi mumkin.
Xudoning sevgisi barcha
odamlarga, jumladan, otalar,
onalar, aka-uka, opa-singillar,
bolalar, qarindoshlar, do'stlar,
hamkasblar va qo'shnilarga
yoyiladi. Xudoning hamma
narsani qamrab oluvchi sevgisi
har ganday tarafdorlikni istisno
qiladi. "Oramizda" iborasi
hamma odamlarga tegishli,
hech kim chetda gqolmagan.
9-oyatda aytilganidek, Xudoning
sevgisi «dunyo» so'zi orqali
barcha odamlarni o'z ichiga
oladi. Immanuil (Xudo biz bilan)
sifatida Iso fagat ma'lum bir
etnik guruh uchun emas, balki
abadiy hayotga muhtoj bo'lgan
barcha uchun kelgan. Xudo
sevgisining keng gqamrovliligi
ajratishni istisno giladi. Xudo
bizni Masihda va Masih orqali
yashashga muhtojligimiz tufayli

sevadi. Abadiy hayotga bo'lgan
ehtiyojimiz oilamizdan, bilimimiz
darajasidan, bandligimizdan,
rang-barangligimizdan,
iqtisodiy ahvolmizdan yoki
jamiyatdagi mavgeimizdan
qat'i nazar, barchamizdan
talab qilinadi. Xudo bizni hatto
ruhiy ingirozlikda ham sevadi.
Xudo bizni qanday bo'lsak,
shundayligimizcha - kechirimga
muhtoj gunohkorlar kabi sevadi.
«Xudoning sevgisi barcha joyga
tarqaladi. Ota tomonidan
ko'rsatilgan Go'lgota xochi
dunyodagi barcha gunohkorlarni,
yovuzlik to'lginlari tomonidan olib
ketilganlarni gamrab oladi.

Ikkinchidan, Mavlud Xudoning
o'zgartiruvchi sevgisini ochib
beradi. O'zgarish inson Xudoning
sevgisini his gilganda sodir
bo'ladi. Xudoning sevgisi hayotni
o'zgartiradi. Xudoning sevgisi
insoniyatga ma'lum bo'lgan
sevgining barcha shakllaridan
ustun turadi. Xudoning sevgisi -
bu 0z O¢g'lidan voz kechishgacha
bo'lgan sevgidir (Yuhanno 3:16).
Iso Masih biz uchun hayotini
berib, sevgi nima ekanligini
ko'rsatdi. Xudoning sevgisi
O'zini qurbon qgilgan dunyo
Qutqaruvchisining sevgisi sifatida
ifodalanadi. Ba'zi odamlar
Masihning o'limini Isoning O'z
xizmatidagi muvaffaqiyatsizligi,
deb yanglishadilar. Ammo
xoch Xudoning fidoyiligini eng
chiroyli tarzda ko'rsatadi. Masih
biz uchun yuborilgan. "'Bu sevgi
bizning Xudoga bo'lgan sevgimiz
emas, balki Xudoning bizga
ko'rsatgan sevgisidir. Zero, Xudo
bizni gunohlarimizdan poklash
uchun O'z O'g'lini qurbon qildi.
(10-oyat)" Endi biz Xudoni seva
olamiz, chunki Xudo bizni
birinchi bo'lib sevish uchun O'z
O'gllini yubordi.

Uchinchidan, Mavlud Xudoning
cheksiz sevgisini ko'rsatadi.
Xudoning gamrab oluvchi sevgisi
tarafdorlik va ajratishni istisno
qiladi, Xudoning o'zgartiruvchi

sevgisi berish va olish bilan
tavsiflanadi, lekin Xudoning
cheksiz sevgisi barcha chegaralar
va sohalardan oshib ketadi. Xudo
0Oz Oglini fagat bir xalgqa emas,
balki dunyodagi barcha xalqlarga
yubordi. Xudoning sevgisi ko'lami
bo'yicha universaldir va geografik
yoki milliy chegaralarga ega
emas (9, 14-oyatlar). Gunohning
umumbashariy tarqalishi
universal yechimni, Xudoning
cheksiz sevgisini talab giladi.
Hamma joyda odamlar Xudoning
sevgisini his qilishlari mumkin.
Mavlud dunyoda hech kim
Xudoning sevgisidan bebahra
golmasligini kafolatlaydi. Iso
inson giyofasini oldi, Go'lgota
xochida o'ldi va uchinchi kuni
o'limdan tirildi, toki hamma
joyda odamlar Xudoning
sevgisini his gila olsin. Xudoning
sevgisi hech qachon fagat ma'lum
bir xalq yoki guruh uchun emas.

Ikkinchi jahon urushi paytida
bir guruh amerikalik askarlar
Germaniyaga yuborilgan.
Bir jang maydonida nemislar
kuchli qarshilik ko'rsatdilar.
Bir amerikalik askar boshiga
urilgan zarba tufayli voqea
joyida vafot etgan. Vzvod
boshlig'i uning ikki do'stiga
urushdan keyin murdalarni
topish uchun o'liklarni dafn etish
mumkin bo'lgan qabristonni
topishni topshirdi. Tkki askar
marhumni yelkalarida ko'tarib,
kuchli yomg'ir ostida bir necha
chaqirim yo'l bosib, katolik
jamoatiga qgarashli gabristonga
borishdi. Biroq halok bo'lgan
askar masihiy ekanligini bilib,
katolik ruhoniysi shunchaki
rad etdi va hissiy ohangda:
"Kechirasiz, askarlar. Qabriston
faqgat katoliklar uchun. Bu yerda
masihiylar uchun joy yoq',- dedi.
Ruhoniyni ko'ndira olmagach,
ikki askar o'lgan askarning
jasadini qabriston panjarasidan
tashqarisiga- bir necha santimetr
uzoqlikka olib borishdi. Ular
qazishni boshladilar. Kuchli
yomg'ir yog'ardi, kech bo'ldi,

ikki askar sayoz qabr qazishga
muvaffaq bo'lishdi va oddiy duo
o'qib, halok bo'lgan o'rtog'ini
dafn etishdi. Ketishdan oldin ular
qabr ustiga belgi sifatida yogoch
xochni qo'yishdi. Urushdan keyin
halok bo'lgan askarlarning ota-
onalari o'g'illarining xoklarini
Germaniyadan olib kelishga
qaror qilishdi. O'shanda jasadni
ko'mgan ikki askarni yordamga
chaqirishdi. Katolik gabristoniga
kelganlarida, ikki do'st do'sti
dafn etilgan qabrni topish uchun
harakat qgilishdi. Ammo qabrni
topa olmadilar. Ular ruhoniy
yordamchisidan aniglashga qaror
qilishdi. "Do'stimizni dafn qilgani
kelgan kechamiz esingizdami?
— deb so'radi urush faxriylari
ruhoniy yordamchisidan. "Siz
uni gabristonga dafn etishdan
bosh tortgandingiz, biz esa uni
qabriston panjarasidan tashgariga
ko'mib, belgi sifatida yog'och
xoch ornatgandik. Qabrga nima
bo'lganini bilasizmi?-deb soradi
do'stlar xavotir bilan. Keksa
ruhoniy gabristonni qoplagan
ormonga tikilib biroz to'xtab
qoldi. Ruhoniy ko'zlarida yosh
bilan shunday dedi: "O'sha
kechasi men ko'rganlarimdan
shunchalik ta'sirlandimki,
ko'milgan askarning gabrini
panjara ichida saglash uchun
katolik qabristonining devorini
kengaytirdim".

Masih kelganida, Xudo sharoitlari
va qaerda yashashlaridan qat'i
nazar, Xudoning kechirimiga
muhtoj bo'lgan dunyodagi barcha
odamlarni gamrab olish uchun Oz
sevgisining panjarasini ko'chirdi.
Biz Xudoning qamrab oluvchi
sevgisining chuqurligini to'liq
anglay olmaymiz. Ehtimol,
siz Xudoning o'zgartiruvchi
sevgisining kuchini to'liq
tushunmassiz. Biz Xudoning
cheksiz sevgisining tabiatini
toliq tushunmasligimiz mumkin.
Ammo Mavludda har bir kishi
Xudo sevgisining mo'jizasi va
kuchini his gilishi mumkin.
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